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The Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Speare
THEME PROJECT
Due Wednesday, February 29

Several themes are discussed in The Sign of the Beaver i.e. Survival, Friendship, Fear & Courage, Pride, Gender Roles, and Initiation.  Each theme has significant importance in reading the novel.  In reading the text all themes will be discussed and elaborated upon in class.  Each student is then responsible for choosing a theme they would like to discuss for their Theme Project.  

Students may choose from: Survival, Friendship, Fear & Courage, Pride, Gender Roles, and Initiation.

Survival -- Matt survives in the Maine wilderness for about six months.  Discuss the skills Matt uses to survive. What did Matt's father do that helps Matt survive? What beneficial skills does Matt Learn from Attean ? What does Saknis provide? What does Matt learn from the women of the tribe? What does he learn on his own? Could Matt have survived on his own without the help of Attean and his grandfather?  

Friendship -- Matt and Attean do not form an immediate friendship. At what point do the two boys become friends? Students should select passages from the book that signify the developing friendship of Matt and Attean. Which boy needs the friendship the most? How does Matt feel on the day that Attean leaves with his tribe to go to the winter hunting ground?

Fear and Courage -- There are times in the novel when Matt is quite fearful. For example, a stranger comes into Matt's cabin and takes his father's gun. Matt is left without protection. Students should identify other times that Matt appears fearful. Matt might also be called courageous. How are fear and courage closely related? Students should discuss whether they think a person has to experience fear before they can show courage.

Pride -- Both Matt and Attean accomplish tasks that make their families proud of them. Students should identify and dramatize the scenes from the book that illustrate how pride is expressed by each of their families.

Gender Roles -- Compare and contrast Attean and Matt's views regarding man's work and woman's work. How do their beliefs reflect a cultural difference? Perhaps students would enjoy interviewing several people from other cultures. How do their cultures regard the roles of males and females? 

Initiation -- Fourteen-year-old Attean and thirteen-year-old Matt are on the verge of becoming adults--initiation into manhood. Attean is considered a man, and is entitled to hunt with the adult men when he finds his "manitou." Matt's culture does not have such a rite of passage to determine his entrance into manhood. At the end of the novel, he is considered a man because he has accepted his responsibility as a part of the family. Research other cultures and their views regarding a child's initiation into adulthood.
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	Summary
	A brief summary of the book is given identifying all major components.
	A brief summary of the book is given identifying most major components.
	A brief summary of the book is given identifying some major components.
	A brief summary of the book is given identifying few to little major components.
	No summary of the book is given.

	Theme
	The theme is identified and described strongly throughout the project.
	The theme is identified and described somewhat strongly throughout the project.
	The theme is identified and somewhat described throughout the project.
	The theme is identified and described minimally throughout the project.
	The theme is not identified and/or described throughout the project.

	Paragraph Development
	Every paragraph included a topic sentence and a minimum of four supporting sentences.
	Most paragraphs included a topic sentence and a minimum of four supporting sentences.
	Some paragraphs included a topic sentence and a minimum of four supporting sentences.
	Few paragraphs included a topic sentence and a minimum of four supporting sentences.
	No paragraphs include a topic sentence and/or a minimum of four supporting sentences.

	Textual support – (minimum of 5 examples from the text REQUIRED)
	All textual support is relevant, described in detail and supports the theme in the story.
	Most textual support is relevant, described in detail and supports the theme in the story.
	Some textual support is relevant, described in detail and supports the theme in the story.
	No textual support is relevant, described in detail and supports the theme in the story.
	No textual support is given to support and identify the theme in the story.

	Quotes – 

(minimum of 5 required in proper format) Ex. “The heel of his hand was blistered from the stinging snap of the string” (pg. 62).
	All quotes from the story are in proper format and support the theme of the story.
	Most quotes from the story are in proper format and support the theme of the story.
	Some quotes from the story are in proper format and support the theme of the story.
	Few to no quotes from the story are in proper format and support the theme of the story.
	No quotes from the story are in proper format nor do they support the theme in the story.

	Quality and Neatness
	The project shows outstanding neatness and organization.
	The project shows high levels of neatness and organization.
	The project shows fair levels of neatness and organization.
	The project shows poor levels of neatness and organization.
	The project does not show neatness and/or organization.

	Spelling and Conventions
	Spelling is all correct; capitalization and punctuation are used correctly throughout the entire project.
	Spelling is mostly correct; punctuation and capitalization are used correctly throughout the entire project.
	Spelling is somewhat correct; capitalization and punctuation are used correctly throughout the entire project.
	Frequent spelling errors; capitalization and punctuation are often incorrect.
	Project does not reflect any attempt at editing.

	Photographs, drawings, illustrations, etc. – (minimum 3 required, with captions, in color)
	All photographs and images are used appropriately and add to the content of the project.
	Most photographs and images are used appropriately and add to the content of the project.
	Somewhat all photographs and images are used appropriately and add to the content of the project.
	Few photographs and images are used appropriately and add to the content of the project.
	No photographs or images are used appropriately and/or none are included.


Final Paper Grade: ________________  TOTAL
         32 Points Possible
