Name: ____________________________________________ Number: ____________

5th Grade State Research Report

Topic: ________________________________________________________________
Your assignment:

Gather information about your state.  You MUST meet the minimum requirement of resources as listed below.  You may include other resources in your research but are NOT required to i.e. magazine, newspaper, Encylopedia, etc.

Required Resources (5): (additional resources are encouraged but NOT required)

· 2 non-fiction books

· 2 internet sources (not search engines)

· 1 or more sources of your choice:

· ___________________________________

· ___________________________________

THINK AHEAD…

You may want to include these topics in your paper and keep them in mind when you search for resources.

· How a state got its name
· The state’s nickname and how it got its nickname
· The location of the state
· Early historical facts:
· first known inhabitants
· exploration
· settlement
· colonial and/or territorial days
· Statehood history – how it became a state
· Physical features - highest point, lowest point, it’s rank among other states
· Political features – population, counties, largest cities
· State flag, state seal, state bird, state flower, state license plate, state song or poem
· Resources – water, soil, minerals, plant life, animal life
· National Parks, historic sites, and other points of interest
· Famous people
· Government
· Education
· Economy – agricultural products, minerals, manufactured goods
5th Grade Research Contract

Student: ______________________________________________ Number: _________

	Parent 

Approved
	Teacher 

Approved
	Due 

Date
	Assignment

	
	
	Friday, 

January 6
	Topic Chosen

“I can select a meaningful, focused topic for my writing.”



	
	
	Monday, January 9
	Minimum resources found

“I can use required resources to answer my research questions.”



	
	
	Monday,

January 9
	Sub-topic Questions Listed

“I can create quality research questions.”



	
	
	Friday,

January 13
	Outline and Note taking progressing effectively

“I can collect appropriate information to answer my research questions.”



	
	
	Wednesday,

January 18
	Rough Draft Completed

“I can put ideas into sentences and paragraphs in an organized way when writing my rough draft.”



	
	
	Monday, January 23
	Revised and Edited Copy Completed

“I can review my writing to improve the quality of the content, using organization, sentence structure and word choice.”

“I can improve my writing by correcting the errors in spelling and grammar.”



	
	
	Friday, January 27
	Final Research Paper Completed

“I can produce a final written research paper.”




____________  
Total Points awarded for meeting deadlines


         21 Possible Points

You will receive three points toward your final grade for meeting each of these deadlines.  These points will be awarded when there is a parent and teacher signature or initials on the respective dates.  No points will be given after the deadline date has passed.

Works Cited

Non-fiction Book Source #1

Author(s) ______________________________________________________________

Editor(s) ______________________________________________________________

Title __________________________________________________________________

City of Publication _______________________________________________________

Publishing Company _____________________________________________________

Copyright Date ____________

Non-fiction Book Source #2

Author(s) ______________________________________________________________

Editor(s) ______________________________________________________________

Title __________________________________________________________________

City of Publication _______________________________________________________

Publishing Company _____________________________________________________

Copyright Date ____________

Additional Books (Optional)

Author(s) ______________________________________________________________

Editor(s) ______________________________________________________________

Title __________________________________________________________________

City of Publication _______________________________________________________

Publishing Company _____________________________________________________

Copyright Date ____________

Internet Source #1

Author(s) ______________________________________________________________

Editor(s) ______________________________________________________________

Title of Article/Site _______________________________________________________

Copyright Date of Article ______________

Date you accessed the site _______________ 

Internet address: http://___________________________________________________
Internet Source #2

Author(s) ______________________________________________________________

Editor(s) ______________________________________________________________

Title of Article/Site _______________________________________________________

Copyright Date of Article ______________

Date you accessed the site _______________ 

Internet address: http://___________________________________________________

Additional Internet Source (Optional)

Author(s) ______________________________________________________________

Editor(s) ______________________________________________________________

Title of Article/Site _______________________________________________________

Copyright Date of Article ______________

Date you accessed the site _______________ 

Internet address: http://___________________________________________________

Encyclopedia Source (Optional)

Author(s) ______________________________________________________________

Editor(s) ______________________________________________________________

Article ________________________________________________________________

Title __________________________________________________________________

Copyright Date _____________

Pages ___________
Volume _________

Encyclopedia Source (Optional)

Author(s) ______________________________________________________________

Editor(s) ______________________________________________________________

Article ________________________________________________________________

Title __________________________________________________________________

Copyright Date _____________

Pages ___________
Volume _________

Interview (Optional)

Full name of person you interviewed ________________________________________

Date of the interview __________________

Magazine Source (Optional)

Title of Magazine _______________________________________________________

Date of Magazine _____________________

Title of Article __________________________________________________________

Author(s) ______________________________________________________________

Editor(s) ______________________________________________________________

Page Numbers Used _____________________ 
Volume Number _____________

Newspaper Source (Optional)

Title of Newspaper ______________________________________________________

Date of Newspaper ____________________

Title of Article __________________________________________________________

Author(s) ______________________________________________________________

Editor(s) ______________________________________________________________

Page Numbers Used _________       Volume Number ______      Issue Number ______

5th Grade Research Paper Rubric – Writing Process

	
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Resources
	All required resources were used in preparing this project.
	Most required resources were used in preparing this project.
	Some required resources were used in preparing this project.
	Few required resources were used in preparing this project.
	No required resources were used in preparing this project.

	Works Cited
	All resources were recorded exactly as described in class.
	Most resources were recorded exactly as described in class.
	Some resources were recorded exactly as described in class.
	Few resources were recorded exactly as described in class.
	No resources were recorded.

	Outline/Note Taking
	The outline reflects thorough use of notes during research.  
	The outline reflects good use of notes during research.
	The outline reflects somewhat good use of notes during research.
	The outline reflects little use of notes during research.
	The outline does not reflect use of notes during research.

	Rough Draft
	Fully discusses every area of the outline.
	Mostly discusses every area of the outline. 
	Somewhat discusses every area of the outline.
	Discusses few areas of the outline.
	Does not discuss the areas in the outline.

	Revision
	Additions have been made to the rough draft to convey outstanding creativity.
	Additions have been made to the rough draft to convey high levels of creativity.
	Additions have been made to the rough draft to convey fair levels of creativity.
	Additions have been made to the rough draft to convey poor levels creativity.
	Additions have not been made to the rough draft to convey creativity.


Process Points: _____________ (rubric above) + ____________ (contract points) =

_____________ TOTAL





        38 Possible Points

Teacher Comments: _____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

5th Grade Completed Research Paper Rubric

	
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Paragraph Development
	Every paragraph included a topic sentence and a minimum of four supporting sentences.
	Most paragraphs included a topic sentence and a minimum of four supporting sentences.
	Some paragraphs included a topic sentence and a minimum of four supporting sentences.
	Few paragraphs included a topic sentence and a minimum of four supporting sentences.
	Paragraphs did not include a topic sentence and a minimum of four supporting sentences.  

	Spelling and Conventions
	Spelling is all correct; capitalization and punctuation are used correctly throughout the entire project.  
	Spelling is mostly correct; capitalization and punctuation are used correctly throughout most of the project.
	Spelling is somewhat correct; capitalization and punctuation is somewhat correct throughout the entire project.
	Frequent spelling errors; capitalization and punctuation are often incorrect.
	Project does not reflect any attempt at editing.

	Quality and Neatness
	The project shows outstanding neatness and organization.
	The project shows high levels of neatness and organization.
	The project shows fair levels of neatness and organization.
	The project shows poor levels of neatness and organization.
	The project does not show neatness and organization.

	Photographs, clipart, images, etc.
	All photographs and images are used appropriately and add to the content of the project.  
	Most photographs and images are used appropriately and add to the content of the project.
	Somewhat all photographs and images are used appropriately and add to the content of the project.
	Few photographs and images are used appropriately and add to the content of the project.
	No photographs or images are used appropriately and/or none are included.  


Final Paper Grade: _____________ (rubric above) + ____________ (contract points) =

_____________ TOTAL





        19 Possible Points

Teacher Comments: _____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

