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The Sign of the Beaver

Chapter 1:

1.) List some of Matt’s duties at the log house.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
2.) Matt has been alone before without his father.  Why is this time different?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
3.) Where are Matt’s mother and sister while Matt is at the log house?  Why?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
4.) How is Matt keeping track of the weeks that pass?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
5.) What gifts does Matt’s father give Matt before he leaves?  What makes each one so special?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
6.) Define ruefully page 5.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
7.) How old will Matt be in August, when his family is to arrive at the log cabin?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

8.) How would you feel alone in the woods at 12?  Why?  How do you think Matt is feeling?  Why?  

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Chapter 2:

1.) What task does Matt’s father leave begin for him to complete?  

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
2.) List some of the tasks that Matt keeps himself busy with.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
3.) What advice does Matt’s father give to him about Indians?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
4.) Since Matt has yet to shoot something where is the majority of his food coming from?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
5.) What is a loon pg. 10?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
6.) Who do you think makes an unexpected arrival?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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Chapter 3:

1.) What is the first animal Matt kills with his rifle?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
2.) Who is Matt’s first “visitor”?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
3.) Why does Matt lie to Ben about where his father is?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
4.) What is Ben looking to do in his travels?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
5.) What are some of the things Matt learns about Indians from Ben?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
6.) Define hemlock pg. 16.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
7.) Why do you think Matt stays awake worried?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
8.) Was Matt right to be worried?  What does he discover when he wakes up in the morning?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
9.) What do you think Matt’s father will say when he finds out the rifle has been stolen?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Chapter 4:
1.) What discovery helps Matt’s spirits rise?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

2.) Describe the damage from the bear entering the log cabin.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

3.) How do you think Matt feels after the bear damages the cabin?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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Chapter 5:

1.) Why does Matt decide to go to the “bee tree”?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
2.) What does Matt do to escape the bee attack?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
3.) How is Matt saved from the bee attack?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Chapter 6:

1.) What are some of the things the Indians, Saknis and Attean do for and bring Matt?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
2.) What gift does Matt present to Saknis and Attean?  Why?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
3.) What is the “treaty” that Sakniss and Matt agree on?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
4.) How does Attean feel about the treat his grandfather, Saknis, and Matt have agreed to?  Why do you think he feels this way?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
5.) Why do you think Matt agrees to the treaty with Saknis?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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Chapter 7:

1.) Describe how Matt is teaching Attean how to read.  

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
2.) How does Attean feel about learning to read?  Use an example from the text to support your answer. 

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Chapter 8:

1.) Why does Matt refer to Attean as a “wooden post” pg.38?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
2.) Why does Attean insist that Indians are smarter than white men?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
3.) Describe the relationship between Matt and Attean thus far in the book.  

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 9:

1.) Describe how the teacher/student role reverses.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2.) What is the first thing Matt catches using a snare?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3.) Define contemptuous pg. 41.  Why does Matt describe Attean this way?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

4.) Why does Attean become so upset during the reading of the Crusoe passage?  Why do you think he leaves so abruptly?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________ Number ________ Date ________
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Chapter 10:

1.) Why do you think Matt lies to Attean about the relationship in the Crusoe story?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2.) What does Attean say to the fish he pulls out of the creek?  Why do you think Attean speaks to the fish he catches?  

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3.) What three useful survival tools does Attean teach Matt while they are fishing?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 11:

1.) Why do you think Attean continues to visit Matt even though he strongly dislikes the lessons with Matt?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2.) Explain the “sign of beaver”.  What does it mean?  What’s its significance?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3.) Describe how Matt and Attean are able to find their way through the forest so easily.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

4.) How are Attean’s forest signs different than “white man’s way”?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

5.) What is the “secret of the forest” Attean teaches Matt?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 12:

1.) Define chagrined page 60.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2.) What does Matt decide he needs to learn to do/make?  Why is this important to him?  Who helps him?  How do they help him?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3.) Define sinew pg. 62

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter 13:

1.) Why does Attean abruptly come to a stop when he is out with Matt?  What do the boys discover hidden in the bushes?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2.) Who is hunting in the land where Matt and Attean are?  How do you know?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3.) How does Matt feel about leaving the fox in the snare?  How do you know?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

4.) Define goaded page. 65.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

5.) Why do you think Matt is trying to “win this strange boy’s respect”?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

6.) What are some of the new things Attean teaches Matt?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

7.) What is Attean learning from Matt?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 14:

1.) When Matt and Attean finish Robinson Crusoe what does Matt decide to read Attean and why?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 15:

1.) What is the first thing Matt kills with his bow and arrow?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2.) Describe the boys “greatest adventure”.  What happens?  How does Matt react?  What does Attean do to help?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3.) Why does Attean speak to the bear after it is dead?  What does he say to the bear?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

4.) Define solemnness pg. 74.  Why does Attean’s solemnness turn into a grin?  Why is he grinning?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

5.) How will Matt make his father proud for killing the bear even though he has nothing to take home?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter 16:

1.) Explain why “The meeting with the bear had shaken Matt’s trust in the forest”.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2.) Why is Attean dressed differently and with face paint?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3.) Define stockade pg. 78.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

4.) Why do you think Attean is proud to be not eating at the feast?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

5.) How do you think Matt feels at the Indian feast?  How do the Indians make him feel?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 17:
1.) What do you think are some of the questions Matt wants to ask but doesn’t?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2.) Why isn’t Attean allowed to go on the hunt with his grandfather and the other men?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3.) Why does Attean’s grandmother hate “all white men”?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

4.) Do you think Matt will ever get another chance to visit the Indian village again?  Why or why not?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________ Number ________ Date ________
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Chapter 18:

1.) Why do you think it’s taking Matt’s family so long to arrive?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2.)  What did Matt do when he couldn’t open the trap himself?  Why?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3.) How is Attean’s dog finally rescued?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 19:

1.) Describe the game Matt plays with the children in the village?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2.) What does Matt lose in playing the game?  Why is it so important?  How does he get it back?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3.) How do the Indian boys treat Matt during the baseball game?  Why do you think they treat him this way?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

4.) Matt says he felt as though “he had passed some sort of test” (pg. 105).  What is he referring to when saying this?  Why do you think Matt feels satisfied and no longer alone at the end of Chapter 19?  Describe.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter 20:

1.) Describe what “manitou” is.  Why is this so important to Attean?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2.) Describe how Attean plans to find his “manitou”.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3.) What happens if Attean’s “manitou” never comes?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

4.) How do you think Attean feels about the rite of passage he is about to embark on?  

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

5.) How do you think Attean will feel if he fails?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 21:

1.) Describe what is different about Attean when he finds his “Manitou” and what he receives for finding his “Manitou”.
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2.) Where are the Indians headed?  Why?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3.) Why do you think Matt becomes so angry when Saknis suggests that his father may not come?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

4.) Why do you think Saknis invites Matt to go hunting with the Indians?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

5.) How do you think Matt feels about being invited by Saknis to go hunting?  Explain.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

6.) Do you think Matt makes the right decision in staying?  Explain why yes or no.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

7.) Describe the goodbye between Matt and Attean.  How does Matt feel about the goodbye between the two boys?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 22:

1.) How does Matt finally gain Attean’s respect?  

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2.) What gifts does Matt receive from Attean’s family?  How do you think this makes Matt feel?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3.) What gift does Matt receive from Attean?  Why is this special?  
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

4.) How does Matt feel about Attean calling him his “white brother”?  Why?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

5.) What gift does Matt give to Attean?  Why?  
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

6.) Describe how you think each boy feels about this being their last encounter.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________ Number ________ Date ________
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Chapter 23:

1.) How is Matt keeping himself busy as he waits for his family to arrive?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2.) Describe how Matt is both managing and struggling to survive the winter alone.
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3.) What is Matt’s most satisfying achievement in surviving the winter alone?  Explain why this is so “satisfying”.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

4.) Explain how Matt’s time with the Indians is helping him survive the winter.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

5.) What are some of the things Matt does to prepare for his mother’s arrival?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

6.) What does Matt do to prepare for his sister, Sarah’s arrival?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 24:

1.) What does Matt sense is coming in the air?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2.) How do the snowshoes set Matt “free”?  Describe.
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3.) Why do you think Matt “wouldn’t for a moment have given up his snug cabin buried in the snow” for a warm island?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 25:

1.) Why was Matt’s family so delayed?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2.) Why is Matt’s family so alarmed when they hear about Indians nearby?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3.) Why do you think Matt waits to ask his father about the baby until they are alone?  Why isn’t the baby with the family?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

4.) Describe how Matt feels when his father says he is proud of him.  What makes his father so proud?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

5.) Describe how Matt feels about having “neighbors”.  Why does he feel this way?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

